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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1 696 28.6 8.5 50 57.1 66
2 634 28.6 9.4 50 57.2 60.1
3 367 27.7 8.8 50 55.3 34.8
4 404 28.8 8.8 50 57.6 38.3
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Answer two questions.

1. (a) Explain the teleological and deontological features of Aristotle’s Virtue theory. [30]

 (b) ‘It is more important to be a good person than to carry out good acts.’
  Evaluate this contention. [20]

END OF PAPER
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Sticky Note
What does quotation mean ?  How does it link to the question set ?

Sticky Note
This information is accurate but again not linked to the question. This could easily be done as the candidate could argue that achieving the 'golden mean' is one of the duties within Virtue Ethics and therefore deontological. 

Sticky Note
Whilst this opening paragraph is an accurate summary  of Virtue Ethics it makes no reference to the question set. 

Sticky Note
This section is irrelevant here, but the examiner has applied the principle of 'salvage' to credit it as part of the candidate's 1(b) response. 



Sticky Note
Teleological means aiming for  a concept related 'end goal' or aiming to achieve a purpose  e.g. happiness  and this is not the same as simply looking at the effects of an action.

Sticky Note
Again the candidate could argue that these virtues are deontological in that humans have a duty to achieve them. 



Sticky Note
Explain this statement. For example would a good person automatically do 'good' deeds ?

Sticky Note
An outline answer. Knowledge and understanding are limited.

Sticky Note
The candidate could argue that 'Eudaimonia'   is a teleological aspect of Virtue Ethics as it is the 'goal' Aristotle believed all humans should aim for. 



Sticky Note
Why? Explain this statement.

Sticky Note
No 'rules' provided by Aristotle only virtues.

Sticky Note
Again why? Develop the argument here.

Sticky Note
Why? Explain why this is so important for this theory.

Sticky Note
How? Does performing good 'acts' help you develop virtues of generosity, etc?



Sticky Note
More than one view with limited analysis or comment.

Sticky Note
How? Explain these statements.
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Answer two questions.

2. (a) Examine Kant’s attempt to define ethics without reference to God. [30]

(b) ‘Kant’s definition of moral statements as a priori, and therefore absolute, is unhelpful.’
Evaluate this contention. [20]

END OF PAPER
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Sticky Note
'A priori' - The candidate could define this phrase here to show they understand it.

Sticky Note
This point is developed later. On the next page the candidate shows how for Kant morality stemmed for human's unique ability to reason and not from any form of divine authority.

Sticky Note
The candidate starts to address the question in the opening sentence.



Sticky Note
Here the candidate stresses the importance for Kant of free will, without which he argued we cannot be a moral agent. They also refer to why humans should act out of duty and free from emotion.



Sticky Note
Here the candidate demonstrates their thorough knowledge and understanding of the 'hypothetical' and 'categorical' imperatives.

Sticky Note
Here the candidate shows why Kant thought God's existence was a postulate of reason. They could add that God was not therefore the basis of morality, but rather necessary for a just universe where the good are rewarded  in the afterlife.

Sticky Note
The candidate explains here why for Kant the highest good is 'goodwill.'



Sticky Note
In the next two paragraphs the candidate demonstrates  their thorough knowledge and understanding of three forms of the categorical imperative.



Sticky Note
'a priori' - this phrase is partially defined later in this sentence, but could be more fully defined here.

Sticky Note
A highly focused, accurate and relevant treatment of the topic.

Sticky Note
The candidate again shows they are addressing the question set by explaining how Kant believed we should act out of a sense of duty and not because of  a sense of being rewarded by or fearful of any divine being.

Sticky Note
Here the candidate contrasts Kant's categorical imperative with the approach taken in the Bible. They could have developed this section by contrasting Kant's autonomous approach to ethics with the heteronomous and theonomous approaches to ethics.



Sticky Note
The candidate now considers different views on absolute morality such as the situationist view taken by Joseph Fletcher. They note that Kant's theory fails to consider each unique situation.

Sticky Note
Here the candidate argues that if rationality is universal then so are the moral laws created from reason. This point could be developed, some scholars may argue that rationality is not universal e.g. small children, etc.

Sticky Note
Here the candidate is demonstrating why Kant would disagree with the contention.  For Kant, reason provides us with clear guidance which humans can discover for themselves. His form of morality also does not rely on emotions which are unhelpful and subject to change. This point is supported by scholarly opinion and the fixed nature of these universal moral laws ensure there is no moral ambiguity.



Sticky Note
In their conclusion the candidate make a new and valid point - Kant's ability to define morality without reference to God means that his theory can be used by those with no religious belief.  The final sentence in this paragraph could be developed - why does society need clear cut rules ?

Sticky Note
Another argument against Kant's strict absolutist approach given here is that he offers no solution when two absolute duties conflict. Kant also fails to consider the emotional attachments we have to others. The candidate could have referred to Ross' attempt to deal with this criticism here.



Sticky Note
A focused and mature response overall.













Sticky Note
Why? Defining 'heteronomous' will here would help the candidate address the question. Contrasting this form of will with their earlier definition of 'autonomous' will would also address the question.

Sticky Note
Another ideal opportunity here for the candidate to address the question set.  Kant argued that because many cannot achieve the 'summum bonum' in this life there must be an afterlife. Logically therefore, there must be a God for an afterlife to exist. So whilst Kant attempted to define morality without reference to God it does in fact require the existence of God in this sense.

Sticky Note
Again in this paragraph accurate information on Kant's moral law, but the candidate has only partly addressed the question here.

Sticky Note
All this information is accurate, but the candidate has not shown how they intend to address the entire question that has been set at all in their introduction.

Sticky Note
How did he achieve this? An ideal opportunity here to start addressing the part of the question which states "without reference to  God."

Sticky Note
Good definitions given here.



Sticky Note
The next five paragraphs give accurate information but only partially address the question. They fail to make reference to "without reference to God" part of the question.

Sticky Note
Therefore morality is not dependent on God or God's will?

Sticky Note
What does the term "hypothetical" mean?



Sticky Note
This paragraph seems out of place here. It would fit in more logically with the earlier reference to hypothetical imperatives.

Sticky Note
The candidate has limited the level they can be awarded in their response by not addressing the entire question set. Their answer seem to address the question "Explain Kant's Moral Law." If they had tailored their obvious knowledge and understanding to the question set then the level awarded would have been higher.Spending time carefully reading each question and highlighting important phrases is key to success at this level.



Sticky Note
Why? A relativist would argue that each situation is unique and you cannot apply absolutist principles to all situations. 

Sticky Note
Why? Explain further e.g. Kant stated we should ignore all emotional ties and treat everyone equally which sounds like a good idea in theory but is very difficult in a pragmatic sense.

Sticky Note
How? Give an example of this. Why is this an issue?

Sticky Note
In order to address this question the candidate has to know and understand what the phrase 'a priori' means and they have shown that here.



Sticky Note
Overall different views are considered with some appropriate analysis or comment.

Sticky Note
Such as love, happiness, greed, emotional ties, etc? Develop the line of argument here.

Sticky Note
Some important and well developed points made in this paragraph.

Sticky Note
You could argue that this idea is enshrined in the U.N. Declaration of Human Rights.

Sticky Note
Why? Link this to Kant's idea of why autonomy is essential when making ethical decisions.

Sticky Note
An ideal opportunity to insert scholarly opinion here e.g. W.D. Ross' development of Kant's theory.

Sticky Note
How ? Develop this argument e.g. different people have different ideas of what their duty is ?

Sticky Note
Why? Develop this argument further and analyse it.
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Answer two questions.

3. (a) Examine the main features of pacifism with reference to at least one major world
religion. [30]

(b) ‘Pacifism does not work in the modern world.’
Evaluate this contention. [20]

END OF PAPER
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Sticky Note
An outline answer, knowledge and understanding are both limited.Evidence or examples used lacking or barely relevant.

Sticky Note
This goes against Pacifist beliefs because ?

Sticky Note
What does 'indiscriminate"  mean ? Why is this unfair and what further issues could this lead to ?

Sticky Note
Again no direct link to the question. Is this supposed to mean that Jesus was being a relativist pacifist ?

Sticky Note
This term in not clearly defined and therefore the meaning of the following sentence is not clear.

Sticky Note
The minimalistic reference to the Quakers here could be developed.

Sticky Note
Why did Gandhi believe this ? Martin Luther was a Christian - what Christian teachings did he also base his beliefs in ?

Sticky Note
Why did he think this ? What were the basis for his beliefs ?

Sticky Note
How? No evidence provided here.

Sticky Note
Who said this? Why did they say it?

Sticky Note
Some evidence used here although it could be more clearly related to pacifism. The reference to Jesus not using violence is not accurate according to the description given of the Cleansing of the Temple.

Sticky Note
Pacifism is not just about the rejection of war but all forms of violence.

Sticky Note
'Pacifism' and 'teleological' - define these term to show the examiner you know what understand what they mean.

Sticky Note
Who wrote this and how does this relate to the question?



Sticky Note
These teachings might be the basis of a pacifist belief but how would a pacifist make such beliefs work in reality in today's society?

Sticky Note
How would they achieve this?

Sticky Note
Why are these more suited to the modern world than pacifism?

Sticky Note
Ephesians 6v17? Is this metaphorical? Even if it isn't, how does this link to the question?

Sticky Note
Leaving this space suggests to the examiner the candidate has completed their response but they have not. Candidates would be wise not to follow this example.

Sticky Note
Why would some Christians and pacifists consider war to be morally wrong? How does war cause unnecessary deaths?

Sticky Note
Link this quotation to the question and explain how some might use such texts to justify modern warfare.

Sticky Note
This comment is untrue and also unhelpfully   stereotypes the sections of the Bible.

Sticky Note
What does 'looking into' mean? what are proportionality and discrimination and why are they important with regards to protecting the innocent?

Sticky Note
This is a random quote which has not been explained or made relevant to the  question set.

Sticky Note
Why is this the case? Further development needed here.



Sticky Note
More than one view is mentioned with limited analysis or comment.

Sticky Note
Why? How? A very weak conclusion with no reasoning or evidence to support the claim made.

Sticky Note
Again another valid point that needs developing? Why might a pacifist approach fail to protect the citizens of a state in such circumstances?

Sticky Note
A valid point has been raised here but not sufficiently developed. For example why might a more secular society be likely to reject pacifism if it is seen as being based on religious beliefs?
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Answer two questions.

4. (a) Examine the medical dilemmas of abortion and the welfare of very premature babies.
[30]

(b) ‘A very premature baby should never be allowed to die if human intervention could keep 
it alive.’
Evaluate this contention. [20]

END OF PAPER
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Sticky Note
One relevant dilemma raised is the legality of abortion and the lowering of the time limit for an abortion to be performed due to medical advancements/improved medical knowledge.

Sticky Note
The candidate immediately begins to address the question and identify dilemmas associated with these issues..



Sticky Note
The issue of 'birth' as marking a point of major significance in terms of human rights could be developed here. Why do scholars such as Singer argue that birth does not necessarily mean the foetus has now become a person? Why does an unborn child appear to have less rights?

Sticky Note
A perceptive issue raised here is that many abortions are performed here for social rather than medical or psychological reasons - is this what the law intended?

Sticky Note
Another issue raised here is the right of the foetus to life. This point could be developed further here and linked to the concept of personhood or the rights of other interested parties such as the mother, father or medical professionals

Sticky Note
The candidate's response then logically moves into the dilemma of defining what are the legal grounds of abortion? Like many other laws, aspects of the law can be interpreted in different ways by different people.



Sticky Note
The candidate now links the issue of financial cost to the issue of 'quality of life.' For many of these babies it is argued that keeping them alive is simply causing them more pain as they have little chance of surviving.

Sticky Note
Here the candidate shows a clear understanding of the financial costs of premature babies. The point raised that the money could be put to more effective use elsewhere could be linked to the Utilitarian principle of utility studied at AS level.



Sticky Note
On what basis could an abortion be allowed here? The candidate demonstrates a clear understanding here of how the birth of the 'foetus' effects the medical options available to the mother. A further question that could be raised here is that is this fair on the 'child' or the mother?

Sticky Note
The candidate could demonstrate a more through understanding here by explaining what they mean by 'hippocratic oath' and ‘non-maleficence’.

Sticky Note
The reference to another country here demonstrates an awareness of the diversity of views on this subject.



Sticky Note
The candidate asks a pertinent question here - why is the premature baby being kept alive when the medical evidence seems to suggest that this is simply prolonging the pain which the child is suffering? Are humans promoting medical advancement at the cost of the child's quality of life ? A relevant example is given outlining the impact of such as case on a family.

Sticky Note
Immediately the candidate expresses a clear opinion linked to the question which they then go on to attempt to  justify.

Sticky Note
A fairly full answer presented with evidence of clear understanding. Unusually here more focus on 'premature' babies in this response  than on 'abortion'.



Sticky Note
What does this quote mean?  Explain how it is relevant to the question.

Sticky Note
What is the basis for such beliefs - both the Catholic and Buddhist views given here? Provide evidence for the points raised.

Sticky Note
This could be developed - what sort of problems are likely to be faced? Also why might it be more compassionate to allow the child to die?



Sticky Note
Different points of view are considered with some appropriate analysis.

Sticky Note
Why? What does the medical evidence tell us ?

Sticky Note
What does the candidate mean by palliative care? 

Sticky Note
Good use is made of material studied at AS level here. Which denominations might agree with such an approach? Should a distinction be made between 'ordinary' and 'extraordinary' means used to keep a child alive? Are there issues with trying to define these terms?











Sticky Note
Jarvis Thompson's views could be developed here as this is a very brief outline only.

Sticky Note
Who decided upon these 5 features? Are there others ? e.g. the rights of the medial staff to refuse, the rights of the foetus, the father, etc?

Sticky Note
Why not ? Peter Singer does not consider the foetus to be a 'person' and therefore you are not killing a person when performing an abortion.

Sticky Note
An encouraging use of a modern scholar. What does Singer mean by "self-aware"?

Sticky Note
A valid point here - for a situationist whether abortion is right or wrong depends entirely upon the circumstances of the proposed action.

Sticky Note
Why would Natural Law agree with this ? What primary/secondary precepts does abortion break ?

Sticky Note
These two phrases could be developed further - e.g. why is abortion murder ?

Sticky Note
Evidence and scholarly opinion included here to support the 'sanctity of life' argument. Scholarly/textual references could be given more clearly by referring to the book mentioned and the chapter/page numbers.

Sticky Note
The candidate has tried to show they are answering the question immediately.



Sticky Note
Addresses the question, knowledge and understanding of the main ideas. Some use of examples.

Sticky Note
The candidate has addressed both issues raised in the question by referring to this topic. The basic argument given here is the sanctity of life v quality of life one. Others could be used e.g. financial cost of treating premature babies, ordinary v extraordinary means of keeping the child alive, could the money be more effectively spent elsewhere based on the Utilitarian principle of utility?

Sticky Note
The use of abbreviations such as this should not be encouraged - you are assuming the the examiner knows what this means.

Sticky Note
The use of addendum is not encouraged as it does make it difficult for examiner to assess the overall quality of the answer if it is spread over several separate pages.



Sticky Note
Why would this be wasting resources?

Sticky Note
Why not? How does he define 'personhood' ?

Sticky Note
Develop this point - e.g. why is the child being kept alive ? Is this against medical advice? Is it being kept alive to spare its parents pain and grief?” Is this fair?

Sticky Note
A valid point,  but where is this reference from?

Sticky Note
What about giving an example of when it would be morally right to let a premature baby die?

Sticky Note
Where does this idea of God-given talents come from? What sorts of talents do people have that might help a premature baby to survive?

Sticky Note
Based on what evidence?

Sticky Note
What does this sentence mean?

Sticky Note
Explaining the meaning/implications of this quotation.



14

Sticky Note
Different points of view are considered with some appropriate analysis.

Sticky Note
Again a better planned response would not need additions such as this or the comment above in the right margin.

Sticky Note
There is no conclusion being made here. Where is the Professor from? What does this quote mean? An analysis/evaluation of the points raised needs to be made here or during the response.

Sticky Note
Reference?
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GCE RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
 


RS3 - ETH - RELIGION AND ETHICS 
 


Mark Scheme - Summer 2014 
 


Q.1 (a) Explain the teleological and deontological features of Aristotle's Virtue 
theory. [AO1 30] 


 


  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but credit 
any relevant points. 


 


  The teleological aspects could include:- 
  Aristotle stated that every human action has an aim (superior and subordinate 


aims) and the ultimate aim is the good - eudaimonia/happiness.  Whilst one 
should aim for the highest form of personal happiness contemplation, for 
Aristotle the happiness of the community was more important than the 
happiness of any individual.  In terms of the moral virtues humans should 
strive to achieve the goal of the 'mean' of each virtue which is developed 
through habit. 


 


  The deontological aspects could include:- 
  Aristotle stated that in order to try and become a 'good person' humans have 


a duty to develop certain moral and intellectual virtues which were 
excellences of character and mind.  For Aristotle Eudaimonia is not a 
subjective, but an objective, state.  In order to achieve this humans have a 
duty to exercise a unique characteristic or human quality -- reason.  This is an 
ability which separates us from other species and is an activity of the 'soul'.  
Humans also have a duty to create a society in which these virtues are able 
to flourish. 


 


  Maximum Level 4 if no specific reference to teleological or deontological.  
  Maximum Level 5 if only one specifically referred to. 
 


 (b) 'It is more important to be a good person than to carry out good acts.' 
  Evaluate this contention. [AO2 20] 
 


  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but credit 
any relevant points. 


 


  Agree 


 An agent-centred approach allows people to consider their situation/or 
context. 


 You cannot separate what a person does from the sort of person they 
are. 


 An agent-centred approach allows people to develop a morality based 
on love or compassion. 


 An agent-centred approach allows people to develop their own sense 
of morality whereas universal moral norms are impossible to develop 
in a multi-cultural society. 


 


  Disagree 


 An act-centred approach provides the basis for universal moral norms. 


 An act-centred approach provides moral clarity whereas an agent-
centred approach is ambiguous. 


 An act-centred approach provides greater scope for absolute moral 
principles based on text or doctrine. 


 


  Some candidates may attempt to reconcile both views which is acceptable. 
  For example in some situations being a good person may be more important 


than carrying out a good act. 
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Q.2 (a) Examine Kant's attempt to define ethics without reference to God. 
    [AO1 30] 
 


  Kant stated in order to be moral agents human beings must be 'free' to make 
moral choices.  Without such freedom, there can be no discussion of morality 
as morality necessarily presupposes the ability to choose between right or 
wrong and to think rationally.  If human choices are wholly determined (for 
example by God), if we are not free - then we are not moral agents.  When we 
are motivated by the pure form of the moral law, in which case our will 
achieves an extraordinary form of purity, being determined to act 
independently of all inclinations, and even all expected consequences.  When 
we are motivated by the pure form of the moral example of one's autonomous 
will, whereby one is governed by a law that originates in our will itself.  It was 
the idea that humankind can think rationally which led to his development of 
the categorical imperative in its three main forms - universality, impartiality 
and rationality. 


 


  He contrasted this with a heteronomous will, whereby one is governed by 
natural forces lying outside oneself (e.g. God).  This means we are motivated 
by desires or inclinations, in which case our motivation is fundamentally 
egoistic and hedonistic.  When we are motivated by desires or inclinations, 
our will allows itself to be passively governed by nature, by the world of 
appearances and one cannot be a moral agent. 


 


  Maximum Level 4 if no reference made to God/Divine/Lawgiver. 
 


 (b) 'Kant's definition of moral statements as 'apriori', and therefore, 
absolute is unhelpful.' 


  Evaluate this contention. [AO2 20] 
 


  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but credit 
any relevant points. 


 


  Agree 


 Utilitarians believe that ethical knowledge comes from the 
consequences of an action.  It must therefore be a posterior - after 
experience.  For example "war is wrong" could be an example of 'a 
priori' knowledge yet observation from history shows that may have 
been times when was the right response. 


 Likewise Situation Ethicists would argue that one cannot define what 
is right or wrong referring to the consequences of one's action or 
without also taking into consideration the situation in which the act 
was performed. 


 A logical positivist would agree as they would argue that all moral 
statements are meaningless as they cannot be proven to be 
analytically or synthetically true in themselves. 


 


  Disagree 


 Kant would disagree he would argue that it is helpful as we can attain 
moral knowledge rationally.  From this we can ascertain that certain 
actions are inherently wrong and that further observation will prove 
this to be the case. 


 Aquinas's Natural Law would argue that there are absolute, inherent 
truths that can be discovered by reason alone.  Although Aquinas 
would argue these 'truths' ultimately come from God. 


 Defining moral statements as being 'apriori' and absolute allows 
atheist, agnostic and humanists to access moral truths. 


 Defining moral statements as being 'apriori' and absolute allows for 
the establishment of universal, clear and fair moral rules. 
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Q.4 (a) Examine the medical dilemmas of abortion and the welfare of very 
premature babies. [AO1 30] 


 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but credit 


any relevant points. 
 
  Abortion - Issues of personhood/viability/legality.  Sanctity of life argument v 


quality of life.  Difficulties of adopting a relativistic or absolutist approach to 
abortion. 


 
  Premature babies - should humans intervene at all?  Quality of life v sanctity 


of life.  Financial costs?  At what point (if any) should you allow the child to 
die?  Who decides what is best for the child?  Is a premature baby a person?  
If so does this give the right to life?  If you allow euthanasia for premature 
babies do you then allow other forms of euthanasia? 


 
  Maximum Level 5 if only one of the medical dilemmas is referred to 


here. 
 
 (b) 'A very premature baby should never be allowed to die if human 


intervention could keep it alive.' 
  Evaluate this contention with reference to at least one major world 


religion. [AO2 20] 
 
  Candidates may refer to some of the points given below, but credit any 


valid argument. 
 
  Agree 


 If a doctor has been given a talent by God to save lives then surely 
they should use it? 


 One of the precepts of Natural Law is to 'defend the defenceless' 
therefore humans must do all they can to save a premature baby's life.  
This idea appears to be supported by Deuteronomy 30v3 


 The idea of stewardship which is prevalent in many world religions 
could be used to support the idea that human intervention in such 
cases is allowable. 


 According to Kantian ethics if you can universalise the maxim that "all 
human persons have a right to life" then if the premature baby is 
considered to be a 'human person' it has the right to exist. 


 
  Disagree 


 In 2006, Rt Rev Tom Butler, Bishop of Southwark (Church of England) 
said 'There may be occasions where, for a Christian, compassion will 
override the 'rule' that life should inevitably be preserved.'  He stated 
that 'disproportionate treatment for the sake of prolonging life is an 
example of this.' 


 In 1952 Pope Pious XII made a distinction between 'ordinary' and 
'extraordinary' means of preserving life.  He maintained that 
'extraordinary' means are not morally required. 


 A Utilitarian might well argue that attempting to keep the very 
premature baby alive might not fulfil the "greatest happiness for the 
greatest number." 


 







 


© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 


54 


 The 'quality of life' argument might well be supported by those 
religious believers who adopt a situationist approach.  If a premature 
baby is born with severe abnormalities (such as brain damage) would 
it not be more loving to let it die? 


 
  Some candidates may attempt to reconcile both views which is acceptable. 
  For example some religions/religious leaders teach that life should be 


preserved up until the point it becomes more compassionate to let the very 
premature baby die. 


 
 





		Blank Page
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Q.3 (a) Examine the main features of pacifism with reference to at least one 
major world religion. [AO1 30] 


 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but credit 


any relevant points. 
 
  (It is likely that most candidates will refer to Christian pacifism, although other 


religious perspectives, such as Buddhism, Gandhianism or the teaching of the 
Dalai Lama are equally acceptable). 


 
  A definition could be attempted e.g. the rejection of all violence, military 


conflict and war as means of solving any crisis, and embracing non-violence 
and reconciliation, both by individuals and states.  Pacifism however does not 
mean 'passivity' and simply doing nothing in the light of a perceived threat.  It 
is mainly based on the teaching of Jesus, especially the Sermon on the 
Mount: an ethic of love, forgiveness and non-violence towards enemies.  
Some would argue that ultimately war is never effective as a means of ending 
injustice etc, but rather deepens conflict.  Candidates may refer to the several 
different types of pacifism e.g. absolute, conditional selective, nuclear, etc, 
but they all include the idea that war and violence are usually unjustifiable, 
and that conflicts should be settled in a peaceful way. 


 
 (b) 'Pacifism does not work in the modern world.'  Evaluate this contention. 
    [AO2 20] 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but credit 


any relevant points. 
 
  Agree: - could include - the powerful forces, both conventional and nuclear, 


that are now available mean that some measured armed response is 
essential; pacifism is perceived as 'doing nothing' faced with injustice; there is 
justification in some sacred texts for engaging in war to counter injustice etc.; 
there are historical examples of religious adherents (e.g. Christians) 
recognising that pacifism cannot deal adequately with injustice (e.g. 
Bonhoeffer); the alternative just war/holy war theories have a recognised 
historical and theological basis and are accepted as norms in may societies; 
pacifism is always going to be confined to a minority; Judaism and Islam, for 
example, could argue that there is a religious responsibility actively to defend 
the religion and the rights of its people. 


 
  Disagree: - could include - religious teaching about fostering peace and non-


violence should always be paramount whatever the circumstances: practical 
considerations should not mean betraying fundamental ethical and/or 
religious principles (what is ethically right is more important than what is 
effective); an ethic of love, forgiveness and reconciliation offers real 
alternatives in relations between peoples and nations; war could be regarded 
as murder, murder is ethically unacceptable and, therefore, pacifism is the 
only alternative, 


 
  Some answers might focus on ethical theories, citing absolutist theories (such 


as Kant's moral theory) as being opposed to war and consequentialist 
theories (such as Utilitarianism and Situation Ethics) as having to weigh up 
the consequences of action or in action. 
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